
 
INTRODUCTORY READING FROM CYNTHIA OZICK 
 
 
 
Our reading from Ozick for the first day of class is from The Puttermesser Papers. If you 
own a copy, you can find these passages on pages 30, 75-78. 
 
Early in the novel, as she suffers at the hands of her bureaucratic colleagues in City 
Government, Ruth dreams of a better civil service. 
 
 

 
 
Later, Ruth is actually elected mayor and launches her golem on the city. The next pages 
describe the result: 
 

 
 



 
 



 



 


