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Old h e a v e n s , you u sed  to  tw eak  u s  above u s
S ta n d in g  l i k e  r a i n  w henever a  s a l v o . . .  Old h eav en s
You ly in g  t h e r e  above th e  o ld ,  b u t  n o t  r u in e d ,  f o r t ,
Can you h e a r ,  t h e r e ,  w hat I  am s a y in g ?

F o r i t  i s  you I  am p a ro d y in g
Your i n v i s i b l e  d e n i a l s .  And th e  a lm o s t c o r r e c t  im p re s s io n s
C o rro b o ra te d  by  n e w s p r in t ,  which i s  so f i n e .
I  c a l l  t o  you t h e r e ,  b u t  I  do n o t  t h in k  t h a t  you w i l l  answe r  me.

F o r I  am condemned t o  drum my f i n g e r s
On th e  c lo s e d  l i d  o f  t h i s  p ia n o ,  t h i s  t e d io u s  p l a n e t ,  e a r t h
As i t  w inks to  you th ro u g h  th e  a s p i r i n g ,  grow ing  d i s t a n c e s
A l a s t  s p a rk  b e f o r e  t h e  n i g h t .

T h e re  was much t o  be s a id  i n  f a v o r  o f  s to rm s
But you seem to  hav e abandoned them  in  f a v o r  o f  e n d le s s  l i g h t .
I  c a n n o t say  t h a t  I  t h in k  th e  change much o f  an im provem en t.
T h e re  i s  so m e th in g  h a l f - f e a r f u l  i n  t h e s e  summer n i g h t s  t h a t  go on f o r e v e r . . .

We ar e  n e a r in g  th e  M oorish  c o a s t ,  I  t h i n k ,  in  b a te a u
I w onder i f  I  w i l l  have an y  f r i e n d s  t h e r e
W hether th e  f u tu r e  w i l l  b e  k in d e r  t o  me th a n  th e  p a s t ,  f o r  ex am p le ,
And am a l l  s e t  to  be  p u t  o u t ,  f i n d i n g  i t  i s  n o t  t o  be  n o t .

?S t i l l ,  I  am p re p a re d  f o r  t h i s  v o y a g e , and f o r  a n y th in g e l s e  you may c a r e  t o  m ention
Not t h a t  I  am n o t a f r a i d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  v e ry  l i t t l e  tim e  l e f t
You have p ro b a b ly  made t r a v e l  a r ra n g e m e n ts , and know t h   f e e l i n g .
S u d d e n ly , one m o rn in g , t h e  l i t t l e  t r a i n  a r r i v e s  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  b u t  o h , s o b i g ,

a

I t  i s !  Much b ig g e r  and much f a s t e r  th a n  anyone t o ld  y o u .
A b e w h isk e re d  s tu d e n t  in  an o v e r  c o a t  much to o  b ig  f o r  him i s  w a i t in g  to  ta k e  i t .
"Why do you w ant to  go t h e r e " th e y  a l l  s a y .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  in  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n
And so i t  i s .  T here  p e o p le  a r e  f r e e ,  a t  any  r a t e .  But w here you a re  g o in g  no­
body  i s .

o ld  baggy

St i l l  t h e r e  a re  p a rk s  and l i b r a r i e s  to  b e  v i s i t e d  " l a  B ib l io th e q u e  M u n ic ip a le "
H o te l r e s e r v a t i o n s  and a l l  t h a t  r o t .  Old A m erican f i lm s  dubbed i n t o  t h e  f o r e ig n  

l a nguage
C o ffee  and w h isk e y  and c ig a r  s tu b s .  Nobody m in d s . And r a i n  on th e  b r i s t l y  

w ool o f  y o u r  t o p c o a t .
I  r e a l i z e  n o t h a t  I  ne v e r  knew why I  w an ted  to  come.

b u t t s

Y et I  s h a l l  n e v e r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  a t t i c .
I t s  s a i l b o a t s  a re  p erh a p s  mor e b e a u t i f u l  th a n  t h e s e ,  th e s e  I  am le a n in g  a g a i n s t ,
S p a n g le d w ith  diam onds and o ran g e  and p u r p le  s t a i n s
B e a r in g  me once a g a in  in  au e s t  o f  t h e  unknown. T hese s a i l s  a r e  l i k e  i t s e l f  t o  me.

l i f e

I  h e a rd  a g i r l  s a y  t h i s  o n c e , and c r i e d ,  and b ro u g h t h e r  f r e s h  f r u i t  and f i s h e s ,
O liv e s  and g o ld en  baked  lo a v e s .  She d r ie d  h e r  t e a r s  and th an k e d  me.
Now we a re  b o th  s e t t i n g  s a i l  i n t o  t h e  p u r p l i s h  e v e n in g .
I  lo v e  i t !  T h is  c r u i s e  can n e v e r  l a s t  lo n g  enough f o r  me.

But once m ore , o f f i c e  d e s k s ,  r a d i a to r s - - N o !  T hat i s  b e h in d  me.
No m ore d u l ln e s s ,  o n ly  m ovies and lo v e  and s   l a u g h t e r ,  se x  and f u n .
The t i c k e t  s e l l e r  i s  b lo w in g  i s  h i s  l i t t l e  h o r n - -h u r r y  b e f o r e  t h e  window slam s down
The t r a i n  we a r e  g e t t in g  o n to  i s  a  b o a t  t r a i n ,  and th e  b o a ts  a r e  r e a l l y  b o a ts  t h i s

t im e .


