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But how lum inous th e  f o u n ta in !  I t s  s p a rk s  seem t o  a s p i r e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  sky!
And so much e n e rg y  in  th o s e  bub l e s .  A w ise  man co u ld  c o n te m p la te  h i s  f a c e  in  them
W ith im p u n ity , b u t  f o o l s  w ould s u r e l y  do b e t t e r  n o t  t o  app roach  to o c lo s e  
B ecause any  in te n s e  p h y s ic a l  a c t i v i t y  l i k e  t h a t  im p l ie s  d a n g e r  f o r  th e  unw ary and 

t h e  u n e d u c a te d . G re a t b a l l s  o f  f i r e !
I n  my day  we u sed  to  make " f i r e  d e s ig n s "  , ta k e  u s in g  a s a tu r a te d  s o l u t i o n  o f  

n i t r a t e  o f  p o ta s h .
Then we u sed  to  ta k e  a sm ooth s t i c k ,  and u s in g  th e  s o l u t i o n  as  i n k ,  draw  w ith  

i t  on s h e e ts  o f w h ite  t i s s u e  p a p e r .
Once i tw a s  th o ro u g h ly  d r y ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  would be  i n v i s i b l e .
By means o f  a s p a rk  from  a mou s m o u ld e rin g  m atch i g n i t e  th e  p o t a ssium  n i t r a t e  

a t  any  p a r t  of th e  d raw in g ,
F i r s t  la y in g  th e  p a p e r  on a  p l a t e  o r  t r a y  i n  a d a rk n ed  room.
The f i r e  w i l l  sm ou lder a lo n g  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  i n v i s i b l e  d raw in g  u n t i l  th e  d e s ig n  

i s  c o m p le te .

M eanw hile th e  f i r e  f o u n ta in  i s  s t i l l  sm o u ld e rin g  and w e l l in g
C a s t in g  o f f  a h e l l i s h  s t i n k  and w ild  fum es o f  p i t c h
A crid  a s  j e a lo u s y .  And i t  m ig h t b e
T h a t f la m e - w r i t in g  m igh t be  v i s i b l e  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  i n  th e  gaps in  t h e  smoke
W ith o u t g o in g  th ro u g h  th e  b o th e r  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n - w r i t i n g .
A word h e r e and th e r e - - " p r o m is e d "  o r  " b e w a re " --y o u  have to  go th e  lo n g  way round  

b e f o r e  you f in d  t h a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  to  t h a t  s id e  i s  c lo s e d .
The p h o rp h o re c e n t  l i qu i d s t i l l  he ai t s e l f n d  b o i l i n g ,  how ever.
And w hat i f  t h i s  in s a n e  a c t i v i t y  w ere  a k in d  o f  d   i t s e l f  a k in d  o f  d raw in g

he a v i n g

Of A p r i l  s id e w a lk s ,  and young t r e e s  b u r s t i n g  i n to  t im id  l e a f
And dogs s n i f f i n g  h y d r a n t s ,  th e  f y r y  o f  s p r in g  b e g in n in g  t o  b a c k  up a lo n g  t h e i r  

v e in s ?
Y onder s ta n d  a young boy  and a g i r l  le a n in g  a g a in s t  a  b i c y c l e .
The i r o n  lam p p o st n e x t  to  them  i s  d i s a p p e a r  i n to  th e  f e a t h e r y ,  un b o rn  le a v e s  t h a t  

s u f f o c a te  i t s  to p .

A postm an  i s  coming up th e  w a lk , a l e t t e r  h e ld  in  h i s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  hand .
T h is  i s  h is  f i r s t  day  on th e  new jo b , and he lo o k s  w a r i l y  a round
A las  n o t  s e e in g  th e  h id e o u s  b u l ld o g  b e a r in g  down on him l i k e  s i x t y ,  i t s  h e l l i s h  

ey es  f ix e d  on th e  s e a t  o f  h i s p a n t s ,  jo w ls  a - s l a v e r .
N earby  a young woman i s  f i x i n g  h e r  s to c k in g .  W a tc h in g  h e r ,  a f e l lo w  w ith  a h a t
I s  a b o u t t o  w alk  i n t o  t h e  p a th  o f  a s p e e d in g  j    h ackney  c a b r i o l e t .  The l i n e  

o f  la m p p o s ts
M arches up th e  s t r e e t  in  s t r i c t  a r r a y , b u t  t h e  lamp p a r t s
Ar e  l o s t  in  f e a t h e r y  b loom , i n whi ch h id d e n  f a c e s  can be s p o t t e d ,  f o r  t h i s i s 

a p u z z le  s c e n e .
The sky  i s  w h i t e ,  y e t  f u l l  o f  o u t l i n e d  s t a r s - - i t  m ust be  n i g h t ,
Or an e a r l y  s p r in g t im e  e v e n in g , w i th  j u s t  a h i n t  o f  dam pness and c h i l l  in  th e  a i r
Memory o f  w i n t e r ,  h i n t  o f  th e  autum n t o  come,
Yet th e  lo v e r s  co n g re g a te  anyw ay, t h e  l i g h t s  tw in k le  s lo w ly  on .
C ars move s t e a d i l y  a lo n g  t h e s t r e e t .

c h a p

I t  i s  a scen e  w o rth y  o f  a  p o e t 's  p e n , y e t  i t  i s  th e  f ire -d e m o n
Who h a s  c r e a te d  i t ,  th ro w in g  i t  up on th e  d u b io u s  s u r f a c e  o f  a p h o s p h o re c e n t

f o u n ta in
For a l l  th e  w orld  l i k e  a p o e t .  But lo v e  can  a p p r o p r i a t e  i t ,
Use o r  m is -u se  i t  f o r  i t s  own e n d s . Love i s  s t r o n g e r  th a n  f i r e .

The p ro o f  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  t h e h e a v in g , su c k in g  f o u n ta in  i s  p a l i n g  away
Yet t h e  f i r e - l i n e s  o f t h e  lo v e r s  rem ain  f i x e d ,  as i f  p e rm a n e n tly , on th e  a i r  o f  t h e

l a b .


