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The Stamp Album

Though c e r t a i n  o f  my e y e s '
F i n a l  m e e tin g  w ith  y o u : how me move th ro u g h
C e r ta in  e v e n ts  w i th o u t  f e a r  o r  s u r p r i s e
I  b e l i e v e  I  s h a l l  w r i t e  you (h e re  a r e d  b i r d  b r e a t h e s ,
A l i t t l e  re d  b le e d s  o n to  t h e  p a g e ,
The m ild n e s s  does go o n ) .  The d i s t a n t ,  p u r p le

Stamp al bum': my im age o f  y o u .
So many d r i e d ,  t o r n ,  u t t e r l y  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  i i a g e s  you b o th  c o n c e a l :
Of w ork , p l a y  and p i e t y ;  c e n te n n ia l  e x p o s i t i o n s ,
Of th e  7 5 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  a s t a t e ,  o r  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e  H u n g arian  Communist P arty
I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  tim e  we had a l ook a t  them .

And so i t  i s  w i th  a s e c r e t  f e e l i n g  o f  d e l i g h t  I  r e a l i z e  I  am
A ll  a lo n e  once a g a in  i n  t h e  s k i t t i s h  d a r k n e s s ,
L ean in g  tow ard  th e  m a g n ify in g  g l a s s ,  o r  th e  tw e e z e r s ,  o r  th e  l i t t l e  g l a s s  o f  w a te r .

One s e iz e s  t h e s e  moments as  t hey come a lo n g ,  a f r a i d
To b e l i e v e  to o  much  in  t h e  h a p p in e s s  t h a t  m ig h t r e s u l t
Or c o n f id e  to o  much o f  o n e 's  lo v e  and f e a r ,  even  in

O n e s e lf .  Thus i t  w as , o n c e , lo n g  ago
I  o  In  o u r  fo rm e r  p e r io d ,  I  tu rn e d  to  t h e d a rk  and e n c h a n te d  s m i le .
T hese  moments o f  " p o p u la t io n "

Of th e  n ig h t  by th e  b ody  a r e  n o t  w a s te d :

(an e n t h u s i a s t i c ? )

The n e x t  day  th e  body r e t u r n s ,

A m u l t i t u d e  o f  b o d i e s ,  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  co stu m es o f  many la n d s
And h o ld in g  a c h a in  o f  freed o m  i n  t h e i r  h an d s .

The f i r s t  few  l i n k s  a r e  a theme  th e  stam ps n ev er  t i r e
Of r e p e a t in g .   Take t h i s  Ira n ia n  tr a c k  s t a r ,  fo r  in s t a n c e ,B reaking th e  whose s h a t t e r e d  th e  p o iso n o u s

I  t h in k  som etim es th e  th in g s  you t a k e  up in  y o u r  hands
Mean a l l  o f  y o u , and th e  p ro o f  o f  t h i s
I s  t h a t  you a re  a lw ay s a p a r t  o f  me, even in  my d ream s.
When I  p ic k  up some hum ble o b j e c t
From my d e s k , t u r n i n g  i t  b e tw een  two f i n g e r s ,  c a r e l e s s l y

I t  means y o u . In  a moment t h e  pan e


